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to the Court but also the principal organizer of the
ducal tes feand pageants.

At one time it was fashionable to discredit the
authenticity of the 'Virgin of the Rocks3 in favour of
the replica (also by Leonardo) in the Louvre. Now,
however, in these days of more scientific criticism, such
alarms have been dispersed and the picture is recog-
nized as truly genuine. Not only can its history be
traced through records of a law-suit raised by the
monks of the church for which the picture was com-
missioned, but also recent X-ray examinations have
revealed traces of pentimenti which make the theory
of copyist's work impossible.

cThe Virgin of the Rocks5 is the epitome of Leon-
ardo's genius as artist and philosopher. The marvel-
lous psychological insight, the deep devotional atmos-
phere and the technical precision of the detail (note
especially the upturned sole of the Child's foot) all
show that the painter was the master himself and make
the theory of a pupil inconceivable.

Many suggestions have been raised as to the mean-
ing of the setting. Some have said that it is the result
of an impression, received in childhood, of a walk in
the grottoes of Gonfalino, whilst others consider that
the rocks among which the figures are seated are sym-
bolic of the Infinity of Time and of the Eternal Sig-
nificance of the Virgin Birth. A more modern and an
extremely penetrating suggestion is that Leonardo's
science is responsible for this mysterious landscape and
that it is his way of expressing his knowledge of the
primeval state of the world when the mountains of
Lombardy were washed by the waters of the Adriatic.
This theory, approaching that of Evolution, would have
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